
Ian Brown  
Artist Statement

Ian Brown has been walking and 
photographing the Blue Mountains for 
decades — from the tourist tracks and 
lookouts to the most remote wilderness.

As a lifelong bushwalker, naturalist and 
conservationist, Ian’s images of nature 
are informed by a close relationship 
with his subjects. He usually knows what 
he is looking at and how it fits into the 
wider landscape and ecology.

Nature can be bewilderingly chaotic, and compositions are carefully 
chosen after a lot of searching. Then comes the challenge of making 
an image that is strong and evocative, and yet ‘true’ to the subject.  
Respecting and valuing the integrity of nature is crucial to Ian’s 
purpose. He often returns to the same place, to try again.

For practical reasons Ian often uses digital equipment, but when he 
can he prefers to work in the old way with a view camera, tripod and 
large format film. This is slow and contemplative, and suits a quiet 
immersion in the rhythms of nature.

For this exhibition, Ian has selected a wide range of images from his 
body of work. They show dramatic dawns and evening light over the 
vast valleys to misty forests, characterful trees, streams and stones.  
Together, the collection is a powerful affirmation of the magnificence 
and value of the Greater Blue Mountains World  Heritage Area.
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Orders taken for unframed prints, with delivery time of approximately two weeks. 
Postage $20. Small prints of images as displayed in the glass cabinet are also 
available. All sales via the Visitor Information desk.   
 




